
   
 

Wireless Facility Siting: Model Chapter Implementing Section 6409(a) and 

Wireless Facility Siting: Section 6409(a) Checklist  

Section 6409(a) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 mandates that a State or 
local government approve certain wireless broadband facilities siting requests for modifications and 
collocations of wireless transmission equipment on an existing tower or base station that does not result 
in a substantial change to the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.  In October 2014, the 
Federal Communications Commission unanimously approved rules interpreting Section 6409(a).   

In an effort to assist jurisdictions with limited resources to comply with the new rules, wireless industry 
associations PCIA and CTIA affirmatively committed to working with local government associations – the 
National League of Cities, the National Association of Counties, and the National Association of 
Telecommunications Officers and Advisors – to: 1) develop a model ordinance and application for 
reviewing eligible facilities requests under Section 6409(a); 2) distribute wireless siting best practices; 3) 
create a checklist that local government officials can use to help streamline the review process; and 4) 
hold webinars regarding the application process.   

As we have made clear, neither the model ordinance nor checklist is intended to provide legal advice; 
we strongly encourage jurisdictions to consult with an attorney on legal matters.  Further, neither the 
model ordinance nor checklist imposes any legal obligation whatsoever on any jurisdiction.  These 
documents are meant only to provide a framework that jurisdictions may voluntary use to determine if 
their current wireless siting review process complies with the FCC’s new rules. 

The FCC rules do not require jurisdictions to use or adopt these documents.  Some localities may need to 
revise their existing local laws to the extent that they conflict with the new rules.  Some localities with 
consistent local laws or no laws that regulate wireless deployments may not need to take any legislative 
action for compliance. 

Some may view the model ordinance and checklist as overly broad or too narrow in scope.  The 
presence or absence of any provision or item should not be seen as either an express endorsement or 
rejection of the provision or item.  Again, these documents are not intended to provide legal advice. 

Legal or regulatory action challenging the FCC’s rules may be taken.  In the event any such efforts result 
in a change in the rules, we will notify our members of such via websites, publications, and all other 
appropriate means. 

Finally, if your jurisdiction has an ordinance or checklist implementing Section 6409(a) and the FCC’s 
rules, please send it to Julia Pulidindi at: Pulidindi@nlc.org. We will make these materials available to 
our members.  In addition, in preparation for the development of voluntary wireless broadband facilities 
siting best practices, we encourage you to share your experiences in dealing with the new rules with us.  
Tell us what works, what doesn’t, and how the process could be made better.   
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